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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action has been issued in response to Applicant's Amendment filed 
September 29, 2008. Claims 1-9 are pending in the case. No claims have been 
canceled or added. Claims 1-5 and 7-8 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 02(e) as being anticipated by Maeda et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,618,455, hereafter 
Maeda) have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Priority 

3. Should applicant desire to obtain the benefit of foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 
119(a)-(d) prior to declaration of an interference, a certified English translation of the 
foreign application must be submitted in reply to this action. 37 CFR 41 .154(b) and 
41.202(e). 

Failure to provide a certified translation may result in no benefit being accorded 
for the non-English application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/719,282 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2456 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,618,455 to Maeda et al (Maeda hereinafter) in view of US Patent No. 
6,816,818 to Wolf et al (Wolf hereinafter). 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Maeda teaches a synchronous network 
establishing method of establishing a synchronous network in which a node 
apparatus (Wolf, col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 4) conforming to a first synchronization 
scheme and a node apparatus conforming to a second synchronization scheme 
co-reside (Maeda, col. 1 , line 60 - col. 2, line 16). Maeda does not teach explicitly 
teach wherein the first synchronization scheme and the second synchronization 
scheme implement different synchronous state indication codes for establishing 
the synchronous network, said method comprising converting a first 
synchronous state indication code used by the first synchronization scheme into 
a second synchronous state indication code used by the second synchronization 
scheme when the node apparatus conforming to the second synchronization 
scheme receives the first synchronous state indication code from the node 
apparatus conforming to the first synchronization scheme. 

Wolf teaches wherein the first synchronization scheme and the second 
synchronization scheme implement different synchronous state indication codes 
for establishing the synchronous network (Wolf, col. 2, lines 30-44), said method 
comprising converting a first synchronous state indication code (Wolf, col. 5, lines 
1 -1 2) used bv the first synchronization scheme into a second synchronous state 
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indication code (Wolf, col. 2, lines 31-40) used by the second synchronization 
scheme when the node apparatus (Wolf, Col. 6, lines 53-67) conforming to the 
second synchronization scheme receives the first synchronous state indication 
code from the node apparatus conforming to the first synchronization scheme 

(Wolf, Col. 6, lines 53-67). Maeda and Wolf are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavor of network communication. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use Wolfs 
synchronization method using synchronization status messages and codes with 
Maeda's clock synchronization method. The suggestion/motivation would have been 
(Wolf, col. 2, lines 31-40; col. 6, lines 53-67). 

Regarding claim 2, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
described in claim 1 above including, further comprising including the first 
synchronous state indication code that is supplied from the node apparatus 
conforming to one of the first scheme and the second scheme in an empty bit 
(Maeda, fig. 2, col. 5, line 37-56) of the converted second synchronous state 
indication code (Wolf, Col. 6, lines 53-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
described in claim 1 above including, further comprising using a pre-converted 
synchronous state indication code included in an empty bit (Maeda, fig. 2, col. 5, 
line 37-56) of the first synchronous state indication code that is supplied from the 
node apparatus conforming to one of the first scheme and the second scheme 
(Wolf, Col. 6, lines 53-67). 
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Regarding claim 5, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
described in claim 4 above including, further comprising: a selecting unit to select 
one of the synchronous state indication code supplied from the counterpart node 
apparatus (Maeda, fig. 16, col. 4, line 27-61 )and the converted synchronous state 
indication code obtained by the synchronous state indication code converting 
unit (Wolf, Col. 6, lines 53-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
described in claim 5 above including, wherein the selecting unit administers 
switching according to a switching instruction signal (Maeda, clock switching unit, 
col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 35). 

Regarding claim 7, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
described in claim 5 above including, further comprising: a switch unit to instruct a 
switching of the selecting unit (Maeda, clock switching unit, col. 1 , line 66 - col. 2, 
line 35). 

Regarding claim 8, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
described in claim 5 above including, further comprising: a switching instruction 
unit to detect a bit of a signal supplied from the counterpart node apparatus to 
determine which of the first scheme and the second scheme said counterpart 
node apparatus conforms to, and to instruct a switching of the selecting unit 
based on the determination (Maeda, clock switching unit, col. 1 , line 66 - col. 2, line 
61; Wolf, col. 4, lines 28-67). 

Regarding claim 9, Maeda-Wolf discloses the invention substantially as 
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described in claim 4 above including, wherein a content to be converted by the 
synchronous state indication code converting unit can be arbitrarily changed 

(Maeda, clock switching unit, col. 1 , line 66 - col. 2, line 61 ; Wolf, col. 4, lines 28-67). 

Conclusion 

6. In conclusion, in an effort to better place the claims in condition for allowance, 
Examiner encourages further modification of claim language to include language that is 
more precisely descriptive and provides a more clear representation of what the 
Applicant presents as the invention in the specification in a manner which overcomes 
the prior art as presented. Examiner also reminds Applicant that although the claims 
are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 5,856,975 to Rostoker et al; US 5,864,554 to Rostoker et al; 
US 6,088,141 to Merli et al; US 2001/0043603 to Yu; US 6,877,043 to Mallory et al; US 
6,882,634 to Bagchi et al; US 6,898,204 to Trachewsky et al; US 7,433,600 to Katagiri 
et al; US 2004/0042462 to O'Neill et al. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TARIQ S. NAJEE-ULLAH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5013. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 
- 6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

T.N. 

/Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2456 



